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The Republican majority in the House of Representatives was elected for many reasons; one of which is to impose fiscal responsibility on the Nation’s budget.  As budget negotiations are in progress, many compromises and trade-offs must be accomplished in prioritizing items.  Often, there are competing items that, in times of prosperity, would be funded, but under today’s fiscal constraints it may not be feasible to fund all worthy causes.  A few noteworthy areas in Homeland Security are presented below as examples of the difficult choices.  
Research and Development (R&D) for Cybersecurity
Cybersecurity R&D does not include the day-to-day operations and maintenance for cybersecurity conducted by various federal departments and agencies.  The proposed FY12 White House spending plans for cybersecurity R&D is $548 million when aggregated across all programs (not just DHS); a 35% increase.  It includes initiatives for trusted identity systems.  Though not directly mentioned in the budget, two new cyber threats that arose in the past year are Wikileaks (unauthorized release of classified information) and the Stuxnet virus (which was covered in the VFRW Homeland Security Report of October 2010).  Cybersecurity R&D would be beneficial to mitigate these threats.  It is anticipated that the House will consider the 35% increase excessive.
National Security and Emergency Preparedness (NS/EP) Communications
The current House FY11 appropriations bill cuts $6 million in unobligated funding from the next generation NS/EP communications.  These capabilities provide communications for designated leadership during times of limited or congested availability of telephones, such as during the 9/11 events.
DHS Grants for Homeland Security, and Disaster Assistance
Each year there are numerous disasters that require Federal assistance.  At present, the FY11 continuing resolution does not provide adequate funds to cover these disasters.  Republicans in the House estimate that about $3 billion is needed to cover the disasters.  Additionally, DHS issues grants to State and Local governments for Homeland Security.  The House is working to reduce the funds for these grants in order to make more funds available for disaster assistance in both FY11 and FY12.

Cybersecurity Funding
The FY11 appropriations bill would cut funding for infrastructure protection and information security for DHS from $860 to $800 million, and there is anticipation of $275 million in cuts for FY12.  These programs protect the critical infrastructure and networks for the Nation; such as, electric, gas, and chemical plants.
From the above examples, it is clear that difficult choices must be made, with potentially large impacts on Homeland Security.  
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